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Thank you, co-facilitators. 

 
2. My delegation would first of all like to align itself with the very 
important statement made by South Africa on behalf of the G77 and China. 
 
3. We would like to commend both of you for the way in which you 
propose to structure this Review. We believe that the Modalities Resolution of 
the General Assembly should guide us in its entirety and we look forward to 
participating constructively in the process.  
 
4. While we engage in the Roadmap proposed by you yesterday to carry us 
forward in the process of this Review, we must also keep in mind, as the 
President of the General Assembly said in his remarks delivered yesterday, 
that our work is taking place at a critical moment for the United Nations. The 
Millennium Development Goals, which were the context of the Tunis Agenda 
in 2005, are being upgraded and significantly expanded into the post-2015 
Development Agenda, which our leaders will adopt in September 2015, when 
we mark the 70th anniversary of the United Nations. One has only to look at 
the 18 sectors specified in the Tunis Agenda’s paragraph 90 to see the direct 
relevance of this Review with the Post-2015 Development Agenda. 
 
5. In parallel, many of us are deeply engaged in the Financing For 
Development Conference to be held in Addis Ababa in July 2015. The 
implications of this Conference for the Review of the Tunis Agenda will be 
self-evident, especially in terms of paragraphs 23, 26 and 27 of the Tunis 
Agenda. Equally significantly, our Review would be concluding when member 
states gather in Paris for the COP21 meeting on Climate Change. 
 
6. We, therefore, see a synergy between our work in the Review process, 
and these three major meetings of our United Nations system in 2015. The 
role of Information and Communications Technologies (ICTs) in the context of 
eradication of poverty, development, financing and protecting the 
environment, cannot be ignored. We must recommend through our Review 



how to bridge the growing digital divide and the gender divide, so that ICTs 
can play their true role as enablers of accelerated development. We look 
forward to adopting a Review in December 2015 which will update the Tunis 
Agenda, by making it a tool for implementing the post-2015 Development 
Agenda. 
 
7. We welcome the participation of all member states and all relevant 
WSIS stakeholders as set out in the Tunis Agenda in the Review process, 
which we are confident would be guided by the procedures of the General 
Assembly, as agreed to by us in the Modalities Resolution adopted by the UN 
General Assembly last year. We are happy to note that the centrality of the 
General Assembly has been recognized in the Modalities Resolution. We stand 
ready to fully support the co-facilitators in taking this process to a successful 
conclusion, to be adopted at the highest possible level meeting in December 
2015.  

***** 


